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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2018 
 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA  51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com                                       
 
INTRODUCTION 
This was a rather lackluster summer season, notably among waterfowl, 
shorebirds, and gulls.  However, the discovery of a couple of amazing rarities spiced 
things up.  Not only were there a few reports of the increasing Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck, but the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks in Lancaster Co were a first state record, albeit 
a bit overdue.  Another major rarity was a Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, in Hall Co, 
seen by almost as many folks as the Fulvous Whistling-Ducks.  Close behind were the 
6th and 7th Nebraska records of Black-chinned Hummingbird, probably on its way to 
regular occurrence in the next few years.  Seasonal rarities often get short shrift, but 
are genuine rarities nonetheless.  Only the 3rd summer report of Greater Scaup, all 
females, was photographed, and only the 5th spring record of Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird showed up.  Perhaps in this category also was an amazing record of a 
Wood Thrush recorded in Garden Co, the first record west of Platte Co since the 1970s.  
 
The meat of the Summer Seasonal Report, however, is changes in breeding 
ranges and population sizes.  New breeding records of the secretive Hooded Merganser 
came to light, an extralimital breeding record for Western Grebe occurred, and 
Sandhill Cranes continue to pop up in summer in several areas.  Exciting are 
apparently-establishing breeding populations of Plumbeous Vireo in the Wildcat Hills, 
Song Sparrow at Smith Lake WMA, numerous Ovenbirds at NNF Halsey, and 
Northern Cardinal struggling to maintain a Pine Ridge foothold.  Northern Bobwhites 
occurred virtually statewide, whereas Gray Partridge is at a very low ebb.  
 
Two other items: a carefully-estimated 9800 Bank Swallows were in a flock 
in Otoe Co, and I ask observers to note possible species involved in “domestic geese” 
reports.  
 
Finally, a note on hummingbirds out west.  Two very active feeders were in 
play in Scotts Bluff Co, providing observers many happy days (and state list checks).  
Colin Croft operated feeders just north of the Wildcat Hills, luring a Black-chinned 
Hummingbird among others, and Marie Smith’s operation, using only three feeders, 
attracted 63 hummers of five species during the season : another Black-chinned, and 
numerous Broad-tailed, Calliope, and Rufous, as well as at least one Ruby-throated.  
The Smith yard is amply planted with hummer-attracting flowering plants and a 1:4 
sugar water mix is used.  No reports were received of the Ron and Susan Whitney 
photo-recording hummingbird operation in Lancaster Co this year. 




AFB: Air Force Base  
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co  
CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lancaster Co 
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co  
Co(s): County (ies)  
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co  
EED: Expected Early Date  
ELD: Expected Late Date  
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co  
HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co  
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co  
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co  
LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln  
m.ob.: many observers  
NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co  
NM: National Monument  
NNF Bessey: Nebraska National Forest, Thomas Co  
NOU: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union  
NOURC: NOU Records Committee  
NRD: Natural Resources District  
NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown and Keya Paha Cos  
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge  
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co  
RA: Recreation Area  
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co  
Res: Reservoir  
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins  
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co  
SP: State Park  
SRA: State Recreation Area  
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co  
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area  
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area  
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Reports of this rare-but-annual summer visitor are 
increasing; this summer 1-3 were at Atkinson, Holt Co, 19-23 Jun (fide JGJ, 
EBr, MSh), where eight were found 28 Oct 2017, the northernmost records 
to date.  Also, one was at Cody Park, North Platte, 23 Jun-3 Jul (MSh, m. 
ob.), and one was near Glenvil, Clay Co, 27 Jul (MVr photo).  
Fulvous Whistling-Duck: The first state record of this species was a group of four at 
Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 5-24 Jun (MHg, m. ob.).  
 
 
These Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, the first record of the species in Nebraska, were at Wagon  
Train SRA, Lancaster County, 9-24 June 2018, here photographed by Elizabeth Winter 9 June. 
 
Snow Goose: Rare in summer in the Panhandle, two, one possibly injured, were at 
Walgren Lake SRA, Sheridan Co, 15 Jun (KD).  
Ross’s Goose: None were reported of this rare but annual summer visitor central and 
east. 
“Domestic Goose”: An eBird checklist reported (CCr) with photos in Dodge Co 
“Domestic goose, sp. (Domestic type)” as offered in the eBird checklist, the 
observer stating they were the “last of the Graylag flock, no chicks”.  The 
birds look like some sort of cross between Graylag and Swan Geese, mostly 
the latter, however.  I encourage observers reporting “domestic goose, sp.” to 
include photos in case flocks become established.  
Greater White-fronted Goose: This species is rare westward in summer, and less 
than annual in the Panhandle.  One at Cody Park, Lincoln Co, 1-3 Jul (BBr, 
BWh, photos) was apparently injured “and now part of the collective captive 
flock at the park” (TJW).  
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Cackling Goose: The only report of this rare summer visitor central and east was of 
one in Buffalo Co 5 Jul (JNi). 
Canada Goose: Dependent downy fledglings are expected into at least early Jun.  
Perhaps a bit tardy was a brood of “downy juveniles” at Cody Park, North 
Platte, 24 Jun (WF), and four two-week-old downies at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster Co, 19 Jun (LE) suggested incubation through about 5 Jun, rather 
late.  
Trumpeter Swan: The southernmost breeding site in the state, at Ravenna, Buffalo 
Co, had two very young cygnets 17 Jun (WF); this is the eighth year during 
2009-2018 that young have been produced.  It is not known if the same two 
birds have bred there during this 10-year period. 
Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west.  
Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide breeder. 
Cinnamon Teal: This species is difficult to identify as it loses its breeding plumage 
in fall, and so noteworthy for both the date and location was a molting male 
in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ, photo).  
Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder north-
central, rare elsewhere; no reports of breeding were received. 
Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-central and Sandhills, 
uncommon south-central; no reports of breeding were received. 
American Wigeon: This species is a rare breeder in the state, with few confirmed 
records.  The only reports this summer, however, were from western 
Sandhills locations where breeding might occur: two at Valentine NWR, 
Cherry Co, 10 Jul (ODa), 2-3 at CLNWR 24-27 Jun (MSh), and two near 
Angora, Morrill Co, 14 Jun (EBr, LBr, MB).  
Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, statewide 
breeder.  
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare breeder northcentral; no reports 
of breeding were received. 
Canvasback: This species is generally a rare breeder in the western Sandhills.  There 
were only two reports, both from Garden Co and both possibly breeding 
birds: singles on 15 Jun  at Campbell Lake, Garden Co, (EKl) and just north 
of CLNWR 8 Jul (JNi). 
Redhead: One in Sarpy Co 3 Jun (MSh) was tardy; prior ELDs were 31 May-4 Jun.  
Another in Howard Co 12 Jun (EWi) was likely a straggling spring migrant.  
Small groups begin to appear away from the expected breeding range in late 
Jun; nine were in Adams Co 26 Jun (LE), and as many as 152 were in Polk 
Co by 14 Jul (JGJ). 
Ring-necked Duck: Reports of this species in summer (9 Jun-6 Sep) are less than 
annual; it does not breed in Nebraska.  The only report was of one in Butler 
Co 14 Jul (JGJ).  
Greater Scaup: Only the third record for Nebraska in the period Jun-Sep was a female 
at Wagon Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 6-26 Jun (L&BP photo, M&CVD 
photo), yet another example of the “Patagonia Picnic Table” phenomenon 
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(google it).  The three Jun-Sep records are all of photographed females, likely 
immature non-breeders, since this species usually begins breeding as two-
year-olds. 
Lesser Scaup: Tardy were singles in Madison Co 12 Jun (MTu) and Perkins Co 13 
Jun (JGJ); previous ELDs were 12-17 Jun. 
Bufflehead: One at CLNWR 4 Jun (KCo, JCo) may have been a tardy migrant, 
although three were there 27 Jun (MSh); summer reports (5 Jun-9 Sep) are 
less than annual, and there is only one breeding record for the state.  
Hooded Merganser: A photograph of six young and an adult female at DeSoto NWR, 
Washington Co, (fide JGJ) provided a rare confirmed breeding record for this 
species.  However, Refuge Biologist Fred Oslund noted that this species has 
been breeding with some regularity in Wood Duck nest boxes at DeSoto 
NWR; additional photographs from Refuge files show apparent Hooded 
Merganser eggs along with Wood Duck eggs in nest boxes.  Until this 
information was made known, there had been only three prior confirmed 
breeding records and two additional suggestive breeding records for the state.  
Panhandle sightings in summer of presumed immature non-breeders are rare, 
but this summer there were three: singles were in or near CLNWR 17 Jun 
(JMo) and 8 Jul (WBr), and one was in Sioux Co 17 Jul (NPi). 
Common Merganser: Since 2007, summering birds and/or broods have been found 
on the Niobrara River in the NVP; this year, at least one brood was present 
14 and 27 Jun (CNK, TJW).  An apparent spring straggler was in Cuming Co 
8 Jun (PTi).  Lake Ogallala is a summer location for small numbers of non-
breeding Common Mergansers; reports in Jun to early Jul are probably non-
breeding immatures, such as the six there 24 Jun (MSh), but later reports late 
Jul-Aug likely include molt migrants. 
Ruddy Duck: Reports in summer (10 Jun-16 Sep) away from the expected breeding 
range are less than annual, and so noteworthy were two in Dixon Co 6 Jul 
(PRo) and two in Madison Co the same day (RH).  
Northern Bobwhite: Reports of this species this summer were almost statewide, 
indicating at least a couple of good breeding years.  Numbers are usually 
lowest in the northwest and the southern Panhandle; none were reported from 
the latter, but there were four reports from the northwest, all of single birds: 
15 Jun CSP (MEa, TCu), 26 Jun Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, (MSh), 24 Jul 
Alliance, Box Butte Co, (NWi), and 30 Jul in Morrill Co (RTh). 
Gray Partridge: In contrast to Northern Bobwhite, this species is at a low ebb.  There 
were no reports of this uncommon to rare resident northeast and north-
central, rare Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident.  
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common resident north and 
west.  
Greater Prairie-Chicken: There are very few reports of this species from the 
Panhandle, most in extreme southeast Sheridan and northeast Garden Cos.  
Only the 5th report from Garden Co was of “distant booming” at CLNWR 4 
Jun (JCo, KCo).  
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Wild Turkey: There were several reports of dependent young in late Jul, latest a hen 
and nine poults in Lancaster Co 31 Jul (TG). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder Sandhills, fairly 
common elsewhere. 
Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common statewide spring migrant; 
ELDs are 4-5 Jun. 
Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, rare 
southeast.  
Western Grebe: Only the third breeding record away from the expected Sandhills 
breeding areas was of an adult carrying a chick at HCR 16 Jun (JCs photo, 
fide JGJ).  
Clark’s Grebe: The only reports of this rare breeder west and west-central and rare 
local summer visitor west were of two at LO on 12 Jun (BEd, photo) and one 
there 3 Jun (KS). 
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
White-winged Dove: This species continues to increase its summer numbers in 
Nebraska, with 16 birds at 12 locations this summer (m. ob.).  No evidence 
of breeding was reported; it is still a less-than-annual breeder in the state.  
Numbers will continue to increase as long as numbers in the south do; in 
Texas, CBC counts totaled for each of the three five-year periods comprising 
the last 15 years show increasing totals 86,232 through 110,169 to 150,858 
(post to Texbirds by Brent Ortego). 
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: There were an encouraging seven reports of this rare eastern 
breeder, all within the expected summer range.  Reports from the Niobrara 
River Valley area were of two in Rock Co 28 Jun (KCo, JCo), two in Keya 
Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa), and one in Brown Co 3 Jun (AMe).  Elsewhere, one 
was heard in Howard Co 26 Jun (JJ), one was in Dixon Co 27 Jun (JJ), one 
was at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 2 Jun (CNK), and one was at Fort Calhoun, 
Washington Co, 27 Jul (CNK).  
Greater Roadrunner: There are no documented records for Nebraska, but the third 
tantalizing report was of one “an unknown distance” east of McCook on 
Highway 34 on 15 Jun (JKn).  The two earlier reports were in Buffalo Co 2 
Mar and Phelps Co 29 Mar.  This species is expanding its range slowly 
northward and occurs in Kansas and Colorado at locations about 100 miles 
from Nebraska. 
Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Common Poorwill: None were reported of this common breeder west, uncommon 
central. 
Chuck-will’s-widow: Knox Co has the northernmost sites for this species in 
Nebraska; one was recorded 8 Jun in extreme northeastern Knox Co 8 Jun 
(MB, SMe) at a site where one was found in 2012.  The only other report was 
of one at Duck Creek RA, a new NRD site in Nemaha Co, 5 Jun (GHa). 
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Eastern Whip-poor-will: Still rare in the lower Niobrara River Valley, but with 
increasing reports in recent years, this year there were six reports ranging 
from extreme northeast Knox Co (MB, SMe) west to extreme southwestern 
Keya Paha Co (JNi, m. ob.).  
Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west.  
White-throated Swift: There were a couple of reports from the east edge of the 
Nebraska range on the Pine Ridge in Sheridan Co and the Wildcat Hills in 
Banner Co.  Apparently only the second record for Sheridan Co was of two 
over Gordon 6 Jun (D&MW); the only previous record for the county was at 
Beaver Creek Valley north of Hay Springs (Richard Rosche, no date given).  
Easterly in the Wildcat Hills in Banner Co were up to three on 30-31 Jul (EBr, 
LBr, MB).  
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Tardy and westerly migrants were singles in Keya 
Paha Co 4 Jun (WBr photo) and another at WHNC 14 Jun (MB photo); the 
latter is only the third Panhandle record for Jun; breeding has not been 
documented there.  EEDs for fall migrants are 16-19 Jul, and so one in York 
Co 1 Jul (BSa) may have been a westerly breeder; there are four breeding 
records west of York Co.  
 
This Black-chinned Hummingbird, Nebraska’s 7th, was present in Marie Smith’s Gering,  
Scotts Bluff Co, yard 25-26 Jul, here photographed by her 25 Jul 2018.  
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird: This species seems destined to become annual in 
occurrence at least in western Nebraska as it expands its range northward on 
the Great Plains.  There were two reports, Nebraska’s 6th and 7th, pending 
NOURC acceptance.  A female or immature at a Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co, 
feeder 14 Jul (CCf) was identified as this species by Sheri Williamson, a 
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hummingbird identification expert from Arizona.  Another was in Scotts 
Bluff Co, a bright male at a Gering feeder 25-26 Jul (MS photo).  
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: One photographed in the observer’s Scotts Bluff Co 
yard 9 Jun (CCf photo) is Nebraska’s 5th in spring, all since 2014.  Although 
the same yard had Broad-tailed Hummingbirds again beginning 17 Jul (CCf), 
non-summering is suggested by plumage differences in photos of the 9 Jun 
and 17 Jul birds.  All of the numerous fall reports were in Scotts Bluff Co 10-
30 Jul, involving some 18 birds at four locations (m. ob.), indicative of 
“uncommon” rather than “rare” status of this species in fall.  Best count was 
the four at the Smith feeders 27 Jul (MS).  
Rufous Hummingbird: Second-earliest on record in fall was an adult male 
photographed in Scotts Bluff Co 29 Jun (CCf).  EEDs are 3-7 Jul.  Tying 
second-highest fall count were the six at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder 27 Jul (MS).  
Calliope Hummingbird: There were reports from two Scotts Bluff Co locations and 
one in Box Butte Co.  Scotts Bluff Co reports were of a bright male at the 
Croft feeder 25 Jul (CCf photo), and up to five at the Smith feeders 27-30 Jul 
(MS, m. ob.).  The tally of five at the Smith feeders is the second-highest fall 
count after 10 at the DeLara feeders in 2012 in the same county.  In Box Butte 
Co, one was photographed in Alliance 19-21 Jul (fide WRS).    
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, breeder north 
and west, rare south and east. 
Sora: The RWB breeding range barely reaches Polk Co, and so five near Gresham, 
Polk Co, 28 Jul (JGJ) were probably fall migrants; EEDs are in mid-Jul. 
American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, breeder 
northcentral, fairly common elsewhere.  
Sandhill Crane: There were reports from previously-known breeding locations in 
Scotts Bluff (KD) and Rock (CH) Cos.  A pair and chick at Agate, Sioux Co, 
2 Jul (BDV) was 7-8 miles west of the 2017 sighting at Agate Fossil Beds 
NM of adults and two chicks and of birds heard there mid-Jun 2018 (APi), 
possibly too far for the young 2018 chicks to range and suggestive of two 
breeding pairs in the area.  Intriguing reports of brown adults continue at Lake 
Wanahoo, Saunders Co, where two were seen 21 Jun (W&PH); as yet, only 
adults have been seen at this site in 2017 and 2018, possibly near-adult non-
breeders.  Similarly, a pair of brown adults were foraging at a flooded 
soybean field in Dakota Co 24-28 Jul (BFH, JJ); no young were seen. 
Black-necked Stilt: One easterly in Antelope Co 9 Jun (MB) was only the observer’s 
second in that county; it was probably a rare easterly migrant or stray. 
American Avocet: Reports away from breeding locations into Jun are few; four were 
in a flooded cornfield in Furnas Co 8 Jun (DHa).  Earliest fall reports away 
from breeding areas are in early-mid Jul, but there are a few late Jun reports 
as well; this summer, two were in Lancaster Co by 25 Jun (LSu).  
Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this statewide spring and fall migrant; 
ELDs in spring are 14-21 Jun and EEDs in fall are 25-28 Jul. 
American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common spring and fall 
migrant east and central, uncommon west.  ELDs in spring are 31 May-5 Jun 
and EEDs in fall are 8-11 Jul. 
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Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 
Piping Plover: There were no reports away from previously-known breeding 
locations; best count was the 10 (4 adults, 6 chicks) at LM 18 Jun (JMo).  
Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder and fall migrant.  
Mountain Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common southwestern 
Panhandle breeder. 
Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder and 
fall migrant.  
Long-billed Curlew: Reports from the edges of the breeding range were of nine south 
of McGrew, Scotts Bluff Co, 30 Jul (EBr, MB), one near Wellfleet, Lincoln 
Co, 13 Jun (JGJ), and four in western Keya Paha Co 4 Jun (DSa).  
Hudsonian Godwit: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and east-central, rare casual west; ELDs in spring are 5-6 Jun. 
Marbled Godwit: Reports of this rare breeder were from known breeding locations 
in Garden and Cherry Cos (MSh, EKl, PMa). 
Ruddy Turnstone: This species is less than annual in fall, with fewer than 40 total 
records.  Earliest arrivals in fall are adults, such as the adult-plumaged male 
in Dakota Co 21-22 Jul (BFH, PRo); previous fall EEDs were 19-27 Jul.  
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, fairly 
common east and west; fall EEDs are 5-6 Jul. 
Sanderling: The only report of this uncommon statewide spring and fall migrant was 
of one in Polk Co 28 Jul (JGJ); spring ELDs are 10-13 Jun and fall EEDs are 
1-4 Jul. 
Dunlin: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and central, 
rare casual west; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: Fall reports were routine of this common statewide spring and 
fall migrant, although there were no spring reports; spring ELDs are 6-7 Jun.  
Least Sandpiper: One in Lancaster Co 11 Jun (LE) was tardy; previous spring ELDs 
were 9-10 Jun.  Fall reports of this common spring and fall migrant were 
routine; fall EEDs are 22-23 Jun. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east 
and central, rare west.  Spring ELDs are in May. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring and fall migrant 
east and central, uncommon west.    
Semipalmated Sandpiper: One in Butler Co 17 Jun (CDy) was tardy; ELDs in spring 
are 18-19 Jun.  Fall reports of this common fall migrant east and central, fairly 
common west were routine; EEDs in fall are 2-3 Jul. 
Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall migrant 
with EEDs 4-6 Jul.  It is rare in spring with ELDs in May.    
Short-billed Dowitcher: The two reports were at an expected time for adults; EEDs 
are 12-13 Jul.  Two in Saunders Co 13 Jul (LE) and four in Polk 14 Jul (JGJ).  
Long-billed Dowitcher is not expected in Jul. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 
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American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant east and 
central. 
Wilson’s Snipe: One at Wagon Train Lake SRA, Lancaster Co, 20 Jun (PRo) was 
unexpected both for the date and the location.  This species had bred in 
Lancaster Co previously but there are no recent records.  
Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder. 
Solitary Sandpiper: A rather early fall arriver was one in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Jun (KD 
photo); fall EEDs are 24-25 Jun.  
Lesser Yellowlegs: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jun, and so noteworthy were three reports of 
early fall migrants; singles were at CLNWR 17 Jun (JMo) and Lancaster Co 
18 Jun (SKr), and two were in Butler Co 18 Jun (CDy).  Reports in mid-Jun 
(8-18 Jun) may be of non-breeding immatures that did not complete 
migration. 
Willet: A rather early fall migrant was at HCR 27 Jun (JGJ); fall EEDs are 23-26 Jun. 
Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 
Wilson’s Phalarope: Fall EEDs are 16-19 Jul, and so noteworthy were 9 near 
Gresham in Polk Co 14 Jul (JGJ); breeding may occur rarely in Polk Co, but 
none were reported this summer prior to mid-Jul. 
Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant west and 
central, rare east.  Fall EEDs are 22-28 Jun. 
Franklin’s Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor. 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
statewide summer visitor.  
California Gull: None were reported of this locally uncommon summer visitor west 
and west-central. 
Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor generally 
restricted to Lake McConaughy at that time. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this rare statewide summer visitor. 
Least Tern: One was westerly near Oshkosh, Garden Co, 5 Jun (JCo, KCo), 
presumably a migrant, although breeding occurs at nearby Lake 
McConaughy. 
Caspian Tern: There are a few scattered summer records 9 Jun-9 Jul, mostly at Lake 
McConaughy but this year there were three mid-summer reports away from 
McConaughy, all apparently adults: one was at LO 9 Jun (CBe), three at 
Merritt Reservoir, Cherry Co, 5 Jul (ODa), and one in Buffalo Co 9 Jul (BBr).  
Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west and 
uncommon statewide summer visitor elsewhere. 
Common Tern:  Eight at Kramper Lake, Danish Alps SRA, Dakota Co, 28 Jul (BFH) 
were rather early fall migrants; EEDs are 21-27 Jul. 
Forster’s Tern: Mid-summer (11-25 Jun) reports away from breeding locations are 
rare; three were in Lancaster Co 18 Jun (LE).  
Common Loon: Tardy migrants in the east were an immature at BOL 7 Jun (JS) and 
an alternate-plumaged adult at Offutt AFB Lake, Sarpy Co, 9 Jun (KCR).  
The latter is the latest spring date for a bird in alternate plumage.  Spring 
ELDs in the east are 30-31 May. 
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Neotropic Cormorant: One at BOL in spring was probably the same bird seen there 
through 28 Jun (LE, m. ob.).  This species has occurred in seven of the last 
10 years (2009-2018). 
Double-crested Cormorant: Reports were routine of this locally common 
breeder north and west, and rare summer visitor away from breeding range 
locations. 
American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere. 
American Bittern: One in the sediment trap wetlands at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was away from known breeding locations, although 
possibly breeding; this wetland shows potential as it continues to mature.  
Another, calling at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, in mid-Jun (SGu), 
may have been breeding there. 
Least Bittern: Summer reports increase in wetter years away from regular breeding 
locations; such reports this summer were from 234th Street Wetlands, 
Douglas Co, 30 Jun (PTi), Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 24 Jun (DH, EBr, 
LBr), and near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (MB, SMe).  
This Reddish Egret, Nebraska’s third, was at the Alda Bridge Overlook, Hall County, 23-26  
June 2018, here photographed by Rita Flohr 24 June. 
 
 
Great Blue Heron: Usually colony nesters, there were two reports of single nests.  
Three or four almost full-grown nestlings were in a nest at Cody Park, Grand 
Island, 24 Jun (WF).   Rather late to be engaged in nest-building was a single 
bird at Crystal Lake SRA, Adams Co, 10 Jun (RH); the nest was still active 
26 Jun (WF). 
Great Egret: This species is rare at any time in the Panhandle, but this summer there 
were a surprising three reports there, as well as four from westerly Keith, 
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Lincoln, and Custer Cos, comprising a total of 25 birds (m. ob.).  These were 
likely remnants of the amazing 600 or so birds reported statewide this spring.  
Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare 
elsewhere.  
Little Blue Heron: The only report was of two birds in Gosper Co 5 Jun (AF, photo).  
Reddish Egret: A major rarity was Nebraska’s third Reddish Egret, one at the Alda 
Bridge Overlook, Hall Co, 23-26 Jun (MSh, JNi, JGJ, m. ob.).  
Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, summer 
visitor east and central, rare west. 
Green Heron: A rather late effort at nest-building was noted in Sarpy Co, at least a 
half mile from water, 9 Jul (ARy).  
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Sightings away from the breeding range in summer are 
less than annual and mostly of non-breeding immatures.  Thus, the three 
reports were unexpected: one in Lancaster Co 16 Jun (BBr), an immature at 
NLB 1 and 7 Jul (SSc, JCa, BP), and a single in Chase Co 9 Jul (JJ).  
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: There were reports of singles of this 
rare summer visitor from three locations in the southeast and southcentral; 
all, as expected, were of juveniles.  Reports were from Alda Bridge Overlook, 
Hall Co, 24-25 Jun (CCh, SQ), NLB 1 Jul (SSc, JCa), and an obliging bird at 
Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 24-27 Jul (SKr, m. ob.).  
White-faced Ibis: Spring migration extends into early Jun, although two in Butler Co 
18 Jun (CDy) were tardy; spring ELDs are 17-18 Jun. 
Turkey Vulture: Highest summer counts are of presumed immature non-breeders; 
three counts of 50-52 birds 10-28 Jun were reported (JS, JSS, JNi). 
Osprey: The five nest sites in Scotts Bluff Co were all active with young as of 22 Jul 
(KD).  The only report elsewhere was of a single bird near Roscoe on the 
North Platte River 5 Jul (BWh); nesting has occurred in this area previously. 
Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident. 
Northern Harrier: The only report from the east, where breeding is not expected, was 
of one at Maskenthine WMA, Stanton Co, 24 Jul (MJo); it may have been a 
non-breeding immature. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One was rather late at FF 2 Jun (EB); such late birds are 
usually non-breeding immatures; spring ELDs are 28 May-1 Jun.  
Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 
Northern Goshawk: A report with few details but from experienced observers was 
received of a bird suggestive of this species over West Ash Creek Creek, 
Dawes Co, 15 Jun (KD, MS, RSh).  The few summer reports of goshawk are 
from the Pine Ridge and are thought to be birds from the Black Hills, South 
Dakota, breeding population. 
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident, except 
southwest and southern Panhandle. 
Mississippi Kite: Reports were from known summering locations, North Platte, 
Lincoln Co, Imperial, Chase Co, and Ogallala, Keith Co (m. ob.).  Numbers 
in North Platte are eclipsing those in Ogallala; best count at North Platte was 
13 on 30 Jun (LKe).  Two half-grown nestlings were being fed in North Platte 
10 Jul (BEd photo). 
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Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this locally rare regular breeder 
(resident?) southeast. 
Broad-winged Hawk: There were six reports, five in the Missouri River Valley 2- 26 
Jun, and one a bit northwest of the expected lower Missouri River Valley 
summer range in Madison Co 6 Jul (RH).  The number of summer (Jun-Jul) 
reports is similar to the past two summers, suggestive of continuing breeding 
in the Lower Missouri River Valley, although there are few documented 
reports. 
Swainson’s Hawk: Reports from the southeast, where breeding is rare, if it occurs at 
all, are likely of non-breeding immatures.  There were three such reports this 
summer: one was at Wagon Train Lake, Lancaster Co, 16 Jun (BBr), one was 
over CBL 1 Jul (STo), and two were over Douglas Co 8 Jul (CNo).  
Red-tailed Hawk: A western Buteo jamaicensis calurus was reported in Smiley 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 25 Jun (DMa), an unexpected date for this Nebraska 
winter visitor that has spring ELDs around 10 Apr.  Although B. j. calurus 
breeds in most of Wyoming and some juveniles move north as late as Jun, 
this is a rare find.  
Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west, north, and 
southwest.  
Barn Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west and southwest, rare 
elsewhere. 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
uncommon west. 
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Burrowing Owl:  The easterly colony at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, continues; a brood 
of five dependent fledglings and an adult were there 19 Jul (EWi) and an 
additional pair with one fledgling on 20 Jul for a total of eight (SKr).  Perhaps 
the second most easterly colony is at Prairie Dog WPA, Kearney Co, where 
seven adults and young were present 28 Jul (BBr). 
Barred Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common resident east. 
Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident. 
Short-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported of this rare western breeder despite 
numerous spring reports. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 
Lewis’s Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the only known current summer 
location in the state, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
south, uncommon north, rare west. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 
Northern Flicker: There were eight reports by visiting observers, five by one 
observer, of “Red-shafted” Flickers in the Panhandle.  No details were 
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provided, and so it is likely these were all intergrades.  Pure Red-shafted 
Flickers might occur in the intergrade zone with “Yellow-shafted” Flickers, 
but there are no such breeding season records. 
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern breeder. 
American Kestrel: Nests were found in five of 36 nest boxes set out in Seward Co; 
as of 4 Jun, nesting was 1-2 weeks later than in 2017 (JG).  
Merlin: One was reported without details from Fort Robinson, Sioux Co, 25 Jun.  This 
would be the first Pine Ridge report of Merlin since 2008 and is under eBird 
review. 
Peregrine Falcon: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon eastern city 
resident. 
Prairie Falcon: One reported in Lincoln Co 4 Jul (BWh) was east of the expected 
summer range. 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east 
and central, rare west; spring ELDs are 14-16 Jun. 
Western Wood-Pewee: Numbers continue to increase at the eastern edge of the 
summer range in the Niobrara River Valley.  There were numerous reports 
from the NVP, including four birds on 29 Jun (TJW).  
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westerly edge-of-range reports were of several in northeastern 
Cherry Co, including seven on Nature Conservancy property on 4 Jun (AMe), 
one at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, 26 Jun (B&NL), two in Loup Co 4 Jun 
(WF), and two in Keith Co 23 Jun (WJW). 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: None were reported of this rare eastern spring migrant; 
ELDs are 1-4 Jun. 
Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon southeastern 
breeder. 
Alder Flycatcher: One at SCP 4 Jun (JSS) was tardy; spring ELDs are 4-5 Jun. 
Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide except 
southwest. 
Least Flycatcher: Two tardy birds were at different Lancaster Co locations 4 Jun 
(LKo, JSS); ELDs for spring are 3-4 Jun. 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon north-
western breeder. 
Eastern Phoebe: First juvenile was noted 28 Jun in Hall Co (RBr).   
Say’s Phoebe: Furthest northeast reports were of singles in Brown Co 3 Jun (DSa) 
and 27 Jun (TJW); there are few breeding season reports (mid-Apr through 
mid-Jul) in the eastern Sandhills and Niobrara River Valley and breeding in 
the northcentral and northeast is not expected. 
Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western breeder. 
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central, 
fairly common east. 
Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The reports were from previously-known locations, but 
without evidence of breeding: one was along Denton Road, Lancaster Co, 14 
Jun (JSS), and one was seen and photographed near Hebron, Thayer Co, 6, 
23, and 30 Jun (MB, EBr, SMe, LBr).  
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Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder central and 
west, uncommon east.  
Bell’s Vireo: This species is a rare breeder in the Panhandle, with most of the 20 or so 
records from the White River Valley, including its tributaries eastward in the 
Pine Ridge; 1-2 were along Kings Canyon Road, Dawes Co, 19-20 Jun (ERa, 
BKr, EKi). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Singles at the NVP, Brown Co, 3 Jun (DSa) and on Nature 
Conservancy property in northeastern Cherry Co 4 Jun (AMe) were west of 
the expected summer range in the Niobrara River Valley and were likely 
migrants. 
Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant; 
spring ELDs are 6-12 Jun. 
Plumbeous Vireo: As far as is known, breeding in the Wildcat Hills is unproven, but 
this summer several reports suggest that there may be an establishing or 
previously overlooked population there.  One was in the eastern part of 
Wildcat Hills SRA in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Jun (TG), along Hubbard’s Gap 
Road in Banner Co 3 were found 24 Jun (WJW) and one on 30 Jul (EBr, 
MB), and one was at the Croft residence on the north edge of the Wildcat 
Hills SRA 30 Jul (CCf, EBr, MB).  A territorial pair was found 4 Jul 2017 in 
the same place as the 12 Jun 2018 record cited above (TG).  The breeding 
season record for Wildcat Hills is of one on 21 Jul 2012 (SMa).  It is possible 
that late Jul reports are of early fall migrants or dispersers. 
Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east, locally common 
elsewhere. 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this rare local Panhandle resident. 
Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, fairly 
common west. 
Black-billed Magpie: All but one of the reports were from the Panhandle in expected 
locations; notable were up to eight around Fort Robinson, Sioux and Dawes 
Cos (m. ob.), and up to three at Scotts Bluff NM (m. ob.).  The only report 
east of the Panhandle was of one at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 Jul 
(MAn), a known location. 
American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.  
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Purple Martin: Occurrence in parts of the southwest is sporadic, despite a sizeable 
colony in Benkelman, Dundy Co, and at Ogallala, Keith Co; a colony in 
Imperial, Chase Co, is barely established, and only the fourth record from 
Grant, Perkins Co, was of one on 13 Jun (JGJ).  
Tree Swallow: The 400 at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 8 Jul (J&LS) was an excellent 
early fall flock; peak counts are 750-1225 and occur 8-15 Sep. 
Violet-green Swallow: The provenance of two at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 4 Jul (DOl) 
was puzzling; they may have been breeders there, although the nearest known 
breeding is in the Wildcat Hills.  They were more likely early fall migrants, 
possibly failed breeders; early fall dates are in mid-Jul. 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: A good tally was the 100 rather early migrants at 
Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co 8 Jul (J&LS).  
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Bank Swallow: A mind-boggling estimate of 9800 in one group on wires and on the 
road in eastern Otoe Co 23 Jul (WRS) wasn’t even a record high count; that 
was the 10,000 at Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 30 Jul 2000. 
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 
Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common southeastern resident. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: There are a few breeding season reports away from known 
breeding locations without evidence of breeding; 1-2 were at Smith Lake 
WMA, Sheridan Co, 15-16 Jun (EKl), 1-2 were at Cemetery Road, Atkinson, 
Holt Co, 19 Jun (EBr, LBr, DH), and one was in Buffalo Co 10 Jul (BBr).  In 
Lancaster Co, two were at the same residential feeder as in Jun 2017 on 5 Jul 
(RSt); there are several previous reports of summering birds in Lancaster Co.  
One in Sarpy Co 26 Jul (MCl) was rather early; fall EEDs away from 
summering locations are 25-27 Jul. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident east, 
central, and northwest. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common Panhandle resident. 
Brown Creeper: None were reported of this locally rare resident east and northwest. 
Rock Wren: Easternmost reports were from the easternmost regular summer location 
in the North Platte River Valley, LM; 1-2 were at the south side of Kingsley 
Dam 11 Jun-8 Jul (TG, MBo, JNi). 
House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Sedge Wren: The well-known early fall arrival of singing birds was a bit early this 
year; one was at Flanagan Lake, Douglas Co, 5 Jul (SMa), and 2-3 were at 
Glacier Creek Preserve, Douglas Co, 6-7 Jul (JR).  Fall EEDs are 8-10 Jul.  
Reports in Jun are likely breeders; such reports have been rare until recently 
in the southeast. This Jun, the three reports were all from Lancaster Co: 
Conestoga Lake 11 Jun (TG), LSWNP 23 Jun (RSt), and Shoemaker Marsh 
16 Jun (AHa). 
Marsh Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west (western 
song type); uncommon breeder northeast, rare southeast (May-Jun; eastern 
song type); uncommon regular breeder east and east-central (Jul-Aug; eastern 
song type). 
Carolina Wren: There are numerous reports in summer north and west of the current 
breeding range, most are apparently dispersing birds without evidence of 
breeding.  Outliers this summer were singles in Holt Co 1 Jul (RJo) and in 
Loup Co 16 Jun (TJW).  
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east, 
south, and west, uncommon north. 
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder. 
Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and west; spring ELDs are 
5-7 Jun. 
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Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east, 
rare central; spring ELDs are 3-6 Jun. 
Swainson’s Thrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant; spring ELDs are Jun 6-7 (east, south) and Jun 17-19 (north, west). 
Wood Thrush: Unexpected so far west in the North Platte River Valley was one 
recorded by experienced observers near Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg, 
VRo, AKr, TBr).  Prior to this record, there had been no reports in the Platte 
River Valley west of Platte Co since the 1970s. 
American Robin: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Gray Catbird: There are few reports from the western Sandhills; only the second from 
Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan Co, was one there 25 Jun (EKl).  
Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Sage Thrasher: One photographed at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 30 Jun (KD, AK) 
was on a date in the middle of the breeding season (egg dates are 3 Jun-28 
Jul in South Dakota), although a search did not find any evidence of nesting 
and the bird was probably an unattached adult (Wayne Mollhoff, pers, 
comm.).  Reports have increased in recent years in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and 
Kimball Cos. 
Northern Mockingbird: Records are fewest in the north but are increasing in recent 
years; of 16 total records there, including three breeding records, 14 have 
occurred since 2005.  Four of these were this summer, from Knox 9 Jun (MB, 
SMe), Garden 16 Jun (EKl), Box Butte 14 Jun (MB, EBr, LBr), and Dawes 
16 Jun (BSt) Cos. 
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Red Crossbill: A major surprise, and the only crossbills reported east of the 
Panhandle, were a male and female in Washington Co 3 Jun (RS).  
Pine Siskin: There were three reports from the east 3-9 Jun (GHa, W&PH, JJ) and one 
report of two at Ogallala, Keith Co, 18 Jun (JO); spring ELDs are 15-18 Jun 
away from known breeding locations.  The provenance of one in Cuming Co 
12 Jul (LE) is not known; it may have been dispersing from a breeding 
location.  Fall EEDs are 6-8 Aug. 
Lesser Goldfinch: Evidence of northward expansion was provided by four feeding 
with American Goldfinches at a Chadron, Dawes Co, feeder 8 Jun (JHg); this 
is the third record north of Scotts Bluff Co in the Panhandle, all three in 2017 
and 2018.  All of the numerous additional reports were of up to five at WHNC 
through the period (m. ob.).   
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder 
west, locally uncommon north-central. 
McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder in the 
western Panhandle. 
Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare western Panhandle spring 
migrant; ELDs are 4-7 Jun. 
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Spotted Towhee: Most Nebraska Spotted/Eastern Towhees are intergrades, although 
phenotypically “pure” birds of either species may appear anywhere in the 
virtually statewide hybrid zone.  Spotted Towhee genes predominate north 
and west, Eastern genes south and east.  The 10 reports (m. ob.) of Spotted 
Towhees from the southeast undoubtedly included birds with Eastern 
Towhee genes; however, there were only five reports of “Spotted x Eastern 
Towhee” in eBird.  One from Lisco, Garden Co, was collected 12 Jun and 
deposited in the Cornell University Museum of Vertebrates (CUMV; SAg, 
VRo, AKr, TBr). 
Eastern Towhee: Westernmost phenotypic Easterns were the three reports for Lincoln 
Co (TJW, BWh), MHe); these undoubtedly included birds with Spotted 
Towhee genes, despite one singing a “perfect” Eastern Towhee song (TJW). 
Cassin’s Sparrow: Reports were from the expected southern Panhandle and 
Southwest range, although the distribution extends significantly in some 
years; Cassin’s were “way more numerous this year” in central Sioux Co 
(APi), and one was singing along Highway 71 in Dawes Co just south of the 
Pine Ridge 21 Jun (BKr).  Best count was the 34 found in four hours on a 16-
point survey of a one km area on 745 Road in Chase Co 23 Jun (WJW); this 
may be the best spot in Nebraska for this species.  Summer high counts are 
33-37.  
Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder, 
uncommon extreme southwest and western Sandhills.  
Brewer’s Sparrow: The only report of this fairly common western Panhandle breeder 
was of two along the northern Henry Road, Sioux Co, 1 Jun (SM).  
Field Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central, 
uncommon west-central. 
Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder north and east, 
uncommon elsewhere. 
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.  
Lark Bunting: One in York Co 1 Jun (SFr) was only the 7th spring migrant in the east 
since 1993. 
Savannah Sparrow: None were reported of this locally uncommon Panhandle 
breeder. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Along with the 34 Cassin’s Sparrows noted above on 23 Jun, 
the same Chase Co study area had an “astounding” 88 Grasshopper Sparrows 
(WJW).  
Henslow’s Sparrow: Most reports were from the two best-known breeding locations, 
Burchard WMA, Pawnee Co, and Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co.  At the 
latter, a transect found 16 on 12 Jun (RSt), second-highest tally on record 
behind 31.  The only other reports were from McConnell Meadow, a 
previously-known nesting site near Martell, Lancaster Co, where three were 
found 5 Jun (MB, EBr) and one on 6 Jun (SMe).  
Song Sparrow: Summer locations of this species in the Panhandle are very few.  There 
appears to be a small population establishing at Smith Lake WMA, Sheridan 
Co, where singles were present 15 and 16 Jun (EKl).  This is the only known 
breeding site in the western Sandhills.  In Scotts Bluff Co, the only other 
known Panhandle summer location, there are increasing breeding season 
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reports; one was at Scotts Bluff NM 27 Jul (RMc).  In the North Platte River 
Valley, only the third report between LM and Scotts Bluff Co was of one near 
Lisco, Garden Co, 12 Jun (SAg, VRo, AKr, TBr).    
Swamp Sparrow: Three of the six reports of this erratically-distributed species were 
from the main north-central Nebraska range in Keya Paha, Brown, and 
Sherman Cos (DSa, WF, TJW); the others were from known disjunct 
breeding locations in Lincoln (LKe), Stanton (JTh), and Madison (RH) Cos. 
Harris’s Sparrow: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west.  Spring ELDs are 9-10 Jun, and there are a few 
records for later in Jun and Jul. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This is the only expected junco form in summer; 
the single report was of one in Smiley Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Jul (KLe). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: One in Hall Co 27 Jun (TJW) was easterly; there are few 
reports east of Buffalo Co in the Platte River Valley.  
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-
central and west, locally fairly common east and south. 
Bobolink: Only the 6th record south of Lincoln Co and west of Furnas and Gosper 
Cos was of one in Chase Co 19 Jun (EKi).   
Eastern Meadowlark: The Jun-Jul (and May-Aug) distribution of this species in 
Nebraska is enigmatic.  It is a common breeder in the southeast, and locally 
common in western Sandhills meadows.  Elsewhere, there are few records; 
these are statewide including the Pine Ridge, most undocumented and 
unreviewed by eBird reviewers, but generally associated with meadows.  
Wherever possible, I urge observers to record songs of putative Eastern 
Meadowlarks anywhere in the western half of the state.  The only 
spectrogram on eBird for Nebraska May-Aug, all years, appears to be of a 
Western Meadowlark.  Outlying reports this summer were of two in northern 
Holt Co 2 Jun (L&MT) and one near Maywood, northwestern Frontier Co, 
19 Jun (E&LF).  A late spring report was of one singing in Scotts Bluff Co 
20 May (MB, EBr).  
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant breeder west, central, 
and northeast, common southeast. 
Orchard Oriole: This species begins to flock in mid-Jul and leave the breeding 
grounds in Aug. A mixed age and sex flock of 12 was at BOL 16 Jul (LE). 
Bullock’s Oriole: Males leave early, usually in Jul; one was near Mitchell, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 13 Jul (KD).  Late dates for males are in mid-Jul. 
Baltimore Oriole: Rare in the Pine Ridge area, there were three reports: singles were 
at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe) and 9 Jul (JNi) and in Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Jun (SMe).  No details regarding possible introgression 
with Bullock’s Oriole were provided. 
Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide breeder. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Brewer’s Blackbird: There were several reports east of the expected western 
Panhandle breeding range, suggestive of range expansion, tardy migrants, or 
merely “summer wanderers”, a propensity of this species.  An apparently 
non-breeding flock of 20 at Hubbard’s Gap, Banner Co, 11 Jun may have 
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been tardy migrants (WM); spring movement is still underway over much of 
the west and central in the first 10 days of Jun, while nesting colonies are 
already establishing.  Reports east of the expected summer range were in 
Cheyenne Co, where five were found 2 Jul (STo) and 15 on 9 Jul (OBu), 
Garden Co, seven on 27 Jun (MSh), and Box Butte Co, four on 3 Jul (KLe).  
Fall flocking may begin in Jul; a mixed-age flock of 45 was near Fort 
Robinson, Dawes Co, 23 Jul (SLe).  
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 
Great-tailed Grackle: Reports were essentially statewide as this species continues its 
northward colonization of Nebraska.  Reports from far north Nebraska were, 
oddly, all of singles; none of the reports indicated sex of the birds, although 
pioneering males would be expected.  The reports were 2 Jun in northern Holt 
Co (L&MT), 30 Jun in northern Brown Co (JNi), 5 Jul at Merritt Reservoir, 
Cherry Co (ODa), 10 Jul Valentine NWR, Cherry Co (ODa), and 8 Jul 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co (JNi). 
Ovenbird: Good numbers continue at NNF Bessey, Thomas Co, where this species 
appears to have established as a breeder although, as yet, evidence is lacking.  
Up to three were reported 12 Jun- 9 Jul (JNi, KKu spectro, B&NL).  Only the 
second breeding season report from the Republican River Valley was one in 
Nuckolls Co 9 Jul (JJ); breeding is unknown in that drainage. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: The three reports were from known summering locations at 
PRSP (TG), Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, (SMa) and PSP (SMa).  
Black-and-white Warbler: One in Cedar Co 11 Jun (AMe) was likely a late migrant, 
since breeding is unknown there; spring ELDs are 9-11 Jun. 
Prothonotary Warbler: The three reports were of an apparent pair at a known 
breeding site on Marsh Trail at FF 2-23 Jun (THa and Young Birders Group; 
m. ob.).  
Tennessee Warbler: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west; spring ELDs are 10-11 Jun. 
MacGillivray’s Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant west 
and west-central; spring ELDs are 3-8 Jun. 
Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 12-15 Jun. 
Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
American Redstart: One at Grove Lake, Antelope Co, 26 Jun (JCo) was in an area 
where breeding is not known; there are only two previous records in the 
Elkhorn River Valley from Madison Co westward. 
Cerulean Warbler: A belated report was of one at PRSP 6 Jun 1997, identified 
recently from a spectrogram (DL).  
Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 
Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central; spring ELDs are 4 Jun (three times). 
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 5-8 Jun. 
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Blackpoll Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun. 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: One at NVP 3 Jun (DSa) was a rather late 
migrant, although spring ELDs in the north and west are 12-15 Jun. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon 
northwestern breeder.   
Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported after May of this locally rare eastern 
breeder. 
Wilson’s Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east and 
west, uncommon central; spring ELDs are 7-8 Jun.  A report of one in 
Washington Co 26 Jun is under eBird review.  
Summer Tanager: Reports were routine of this locally fairly common southeastern 
breeder. 
Scarlet Tanager: Spring ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun, and so probably a potential local 
breeder was one on Nature Conservancy property just east of Smith Falls SP 
4 Jun (AMe).  This is only the fifth summer record for Cherry Co, all in the 
Niobrara River Valley. 
Western Tanager: There are recent breeding season reports in the Wildcat Hills, 
Scotts Bluff Co, but breeding there is as yet unproven; two were there 11 Jun 
(SAg, AKr, VRo, TBr).  
Northern Cardinal: Establishment of a population in the Pine Ridge is slow; the three 
reports this year are the 15th-17th there, most of these since 2005.  Two were 
at Fort Robinson SP, Dawes Co, 2 Jun (SMe), another there at Soldier Creek 
Campground 23 Jun (BKr), and one in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 21 Jun 
(BKr, EKi).  
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One was reported without details at Fort Robinson SP 25 
Jun (MSh); phenotypically pure Rose-breasteds are expected within the 
central Nebraska hybrid zone with Black-headed Grosbeaks, but the 
Panhandle is well west of the expected occurrences of hybrids.  No hybrids 
were reported, despite the hybrid zone covering about a third of the state. 
Black-headed Grosbeak: One in near Niobrara, Knox Co, 8 Jun (DSa) was somewhat 
east of the expected range of phenotypically pure Black-headed, but not 
unexpected; the species is a regular breeder east to the NVP.  
Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 
Lazuli Bunting: All reports of this species were, as expected, from the Panhandle.  
Only two hybrids were reported, one well-described in Logan Co 29 Jun 
(WF), somewhat east of the hybrid zone, and the other, surprisingly, in the 
far east at FF 23 Jun (STa photo).  
Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and east-central, 
rare west-central and west. 
Dickcissel: Although this species has traditionally been considered a rare bird in the 
Panhandle, undergoing periodic incursions, recent years suggest that it now 
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An Observed Instance of Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
Predation on a Chicken in an Urban Environment 
 
 
By Don Arp, Jr., MA 
7220 Tallgrass Parkway 
Apt. 301E 




On February 21, 2015, I had the opportunity to observe a Cooper’s Hawk 
(Accipiter cooperii) attack, kill, and feed on a chicken in an urban environment.  The 
Missouri Department of Conservation notes that, “People used to kill sharp-shinned 
and Cooper’s hawks because they were deemed ‘destroyers’ of birds, including, 
sometimes, free-roaming juvenile poultry” (MDC, Sharp-shinned).  And destructive 
they could be.  Fisher, in discussing Cooper’s Hawk, notes that: 
  
“This species is preeminently a ‘Chicken Hawk,” as may be seen 
from the foregoing citations. Its devastations in this direction are 
much greater than those of all the other hawks and owls together, 
with the possible exception of the Sharp-shinned Hawk, which 
attacks much smaller chickens.” (Fisher 1893). 
 
This was a rare opportunity to observe this “chicken hawk” as it exploited 
recent trends in urban chicken raising as a food source.  An urban presence also 
denotes a change in Cooper’s Hawk habitat: “Once thought averse to towns and cities, 
Cooper’s Hawks are now fairly common urban and suburban birds.  Some studies 
show their numbers are actually higher in towns than in their natural habitat, forests” 
(Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017). 
 
The hawk was determined to be an Accipiter due to the fact that it was 
significantly smaller than a Red-tailed Hawk and had a long tail and a small beak.  It 
was judged to be a Cooper's Hawk and not a Sharp-shinned Hawk based on size.  In 
the photo I was able to obtain, comparison of the hawk to the downspout allowed a 
rough estimate of the length of the bird at 16 inches, in the range of a Cooper's Hawk: 
15 to 18 inches. (MDC, Cooper’s Hawk)  In contrast, the size range of a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk is 11 to 14 inches. (MDC, Sharp-shinned Hawk)  While the gender is a matter 
of conjecture based on size (larger for females and smaller for males), the hawk was 
clearly an adult.  It had red eyes and dense reddish barring on the underparts, both 
characteristics of an adult bird. (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017).   
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Cooper’s Hawk with domestic chicken, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 21 February 2015.   
Photo by Don Arp, Jr. 
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The attack occurred around 1:10 p.m. on February 21, 2015, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, in a residential area that is often referred to as the Bethany neighborhood.  
With large mature trees and landscape hedges, it provided excellent cover for the 
hawk’s attack.  Weather data for that day show a low temperature of 18 degrees 
Fahrenheit and a high temperature of 40 degrees Fahrenheit.  There was residual snow 
cover in some areas, as Lincoln had experienced snowfall on February 1 (4.9 inches) 
and February 4 (6.6 inches). 
 
One resident in the area raised chickens of various breeds in a backyard coop 
and allowed them to roam free in the yard and the yards of neighbors.  The chicken in 
question, a not-yet-full-grown specimen with black feathers and of unknown breed, 
jumped the fence to forage in a neighbor’s yard.  The area it landed in was bordered 
on the south edge by a hedgerow some 7 feet in height.  Opposite this row, about 8 
feet away, was the house on the north edge.  The east edge consisted of a chain link 
fence about 25 feet away.  The western edge was bounded by the street roughly 40 feet 
away. 
 
Several elements hampered my ability to observe the attack.  First, the attack 
and subsequent feeding occurred on private property and the property owners could 
not be reached to gain permission to access the grounds.  That said, the area was within 
40 feet of a public sidewalk, which afforded a clear vantage point.  Given the 
spontaneous nature of the event, the author was only equipped with a smartphone and 
a notebook with which to record the event.  Due to the limitations of the smartphone 
and the distance involved, photographs of the event are not as clear as was desired. 
 
The chicken, foraging in the above described area, did not see the approach 
of the hawk as it flew around a hedgerow and swooped down, pinning the chicken to 
the ground.  The chicken let out several cries, but the hawk quickly attacked the head, 
killing the chicken.  This action is unusual for a Cooper’s Hawk, which prefers to kill 
its prey “by repeated squeezing” (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017).  The Missouri 
Department of Conservation notes that Cooper's Hawks “fly swiftly, emerging from 
the cover of the trees and shrubs, surprising their prey” (MDC, Cooper’s Hawk).  The 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology notes the danger of this technique, citing a study that 
showed 69 of 300 skeletons examined had “healed-over fractures in the bones of the 
chest, especially of the furcula, or wishbone”. 
 
 The hawk attempted to take off with the chicken, but it was too heavy.  The 
carcass was dragged a few feet toward a house before the hawk felt sheltered enough 
to begin plucking feathers, working from the neck area to the top portion of the leg on 
the chicken’s right side.  Once enough feathers had been removed, the hawk began 
feeding on the breast meat.  Over the next 4 hours, the hawk would alternate between 
moments of feeding and simply guarding its kill.  During this entire period, the hawk 
never left the chicken carcass.  Attempts to get close enough to take photographs 
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proved difficult due to limited property access and the hawk flapping its wings and 
calling out. 
 
By sunset, about 4 hours after initially killing the chicken, the hawk finally 
abandoned its kill.  The hawk, while it had plucked most of the right side of the chicken 
from the head to the top of the leg, apparently fed almost exclusively on the breast 
meat and did not turn the bird over to pluck and feed on the other side.  Based on the 
size of the chicken, the hawk had access to probably less than 6 ounces of meat on 
each breast, which is still a significant amount given that a Cooper’s Hawk weighs 
between 7.8 and 14.5 oz. (Cornell Lab of Ornithology 2017).  From what could be 
observed, the meat of the right breast was not removed entirely and was very shredded 
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Don Arp, Jr., is a Lincoln resident who is a PhD student in Creative Writing 
at Middlesex University in London.  Don and his wife, Laura, enjoy watching and 
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Wayne J. Mollhoff 
2354 Euclid St. 




 In a follow-up visit to the site near Alexandria, Thayer Co., where I 
documented a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher nest with eggs in 2017, I found a pair present 
at the same site on 8 June 2018.  After some searching, I found that their nest, with 4 
eggs, was built in the same upright crotch of the same branch where it was located the 
year before.  I knew it was a completely new nest, since the previous nest had been 
removed after the nesting season the year before.  
 
 On a second visit on 13 August 2018, to see if the birds and/or young might 
still be present, I saw an adult appear and then leave as I approached.  I planned to 
check the nest to learn what I could, but found that no trace remained of the nest.  
While I was searching the area, a Northern Mockingbird with food in its beak appeared 
briefly before leaving again.  While searching the few scattered, scrubby hackberry 
trees in the area, I spotted what I thought was the mockingbird nest, just above eye 
level in a tree about 30 feet from the nest I found on 8 June.  I reached up, felt a single 
chick, and lifted it out to examine it.  It turned out to be a stub-tailed Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher chick about 10 days old, squawking in protest.  To my surprise, it slipped 
from my hand and fluttered to the ground, as it was still unable to fly.  The adult 
immediately returned and began scolding me.  I picked up the chick, snapped a picture 
of it, and returned it to the nest, where it remained when I left.                
  
 Finding an initial nest with the usual clutch of 4 eggs on 8 June, followed 66 
days later by a short-tailed nestling about 10 days old on 13 August, and assuming the 
same pair was responsible for both nests, suggests two options: 1) the first nest failed 
and the later nest was a second attempt, or 2) the first nest was successful, the pair 
built another nest, produced a second clutch and was again successful.  Although 
double-brooding by the species is rare, both replacement clutches and double-broods 
have been documented (Regosin 1998). 
 
 The following table shows a typical breeding phenology, beginning with the 
first visit, and showing the expected length of time for each part of the breeding cycle 
(Regosin 1998).  The table also shows that there is enough time for either option: a 
replacement clutch or a second brood, to explain what I found.  I think this is more 
likely to be double-brooding by the same pair for several reasons. 
 
 1) The 2017 nest and the initial 2018 nest were placed in exactly the same 
location in the row of a half-dozen scrubby, dying hackberry trees; thus lending 
credence to it being the same pair of birds. 
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 2) The first nest was built into a very constricted space, making it highly 
unlikely to be blown out by a storm, and it was shaded by a small leafy twig that had 
died and lost its leaves since the visit on 8 June 2018. 
 
Date Activity Time Elapsed Earliest Date Latest Date 
8 June 
2018 4 eggs       
  Incubation 15 days     
  Hatch date   9 June 22 June 
  Nestling stage 15 days     
  Fledge date   24 June 9 July 
  2nd nest complete 6 days 30 June 15 July 
  2nd clutch complete 5 days 4 July 20 July 
  2nd hatch date   19 July 7 August 
  2nd fledge date   4 August 22 August 
13 August One 10-day-old chick       
 
 3) The first nest was entirely removed.  Not a single bit of it remained in place 
on 13 August.  Total removal suggests it was taken apart and incorporated into the 
second nest, which was somewhat larger than the first.  While I have not witnessed 
Tyrannus sp. re-using material from other nests, I have watched it happen with Pinyon 
Jay, American Robin, and Cedar Waxwing. 
 
 4) The second nest was placed among some leafy twigs that gave shade, same 
as the first nest.  
 
 The above table exhibits the phenology, keeping in mind that any one of the 
stages may be a bit shorter or longer.  In addition, there is no record of the time elapsed 
between fledging the first brood and initiating the second attempt or a second nest-
building, how long the young are fed by the adults, or if the female might begin nest-
building while still helping feed the fledglings. 
 
 Whichever explanation is correct, it provides information on a species for 
which little detail has been recorded here in the past. 
 
 
Editor's Note: Readers are reminded that all native birds and their nests are 
protected by state and/or federal law.  Individuals handling adult birds, nestlings or 
eggs are required to obtain both state and federal permits.  All individuals are 
encouraged to avoid unnecessarily disturbing or harassing birds, particularly during 
the breeding season. 
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Scissor-tailed Flycatcher chick, approximately 10 days old, Thayer Co., 13 August 2018.   
Photo by Wayne J. Mollhoff. 
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2017 (29th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
 
 
Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 
 
 
The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010).  The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska.  Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website www.NOUbirds.org. 
 
All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln, NE.  
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 





The following summarizes all revisions made by the American 
Ornithological Society (Chesser et al. 2017) in 2017 including scientific name 
changes and taxonomic realignment that affect the current published “Official List of 
the Birds of Nebraska: 2017” (NOURC 2017, www.NOUbirds.org).  This report 
includes all accounts submitted during the 2017 calendar year covering 114 records 
with accession numbers 1858 - 1971. 
 
 
Criteria for Accepted Records:   
 
In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is 
required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010).  Records in the 
following categories are classified as accepted: 
 
     I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 
     I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 
     I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 
     II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the same 
           bird exist 
     III - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the  
            same bird exist 
 
Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers.  This report summarizes all 
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records accessioned in 2017, discusses any new additions to the state list, and reports 
any changes in firmness of data (i.e. placement in the above acceptance categories) 
of Nebraska birds.  Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, 
as determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2008 - 2017.  Frequency of occurrence is indicated by 
the following terms (NOURC 2017): 
 
   Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 
   Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 
   Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 
   Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 
   Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 
 
 
The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 
or 8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. 
With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 




2017 Additions/Deletions to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska”: 
 
 There was one new species added in 2017.  
 
1. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
 
 One species was deleted in 2017: Thayer’s Gull is now treated as a 
subspecies of Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides). 
 
1. Larus thayeri becomes Larus glaucoides thayeri.  
 
 With these revisions, the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” continues 




Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions: 
 
The Fifty-eighth supplement to the American Ornithological Society’s 
Check-list of North American Birds (Chesser et al. 2017) effected the following 








The genus Chen has been lumped into the genus Anser. The sequence and 
scientific names for the Anser geese are now as follows. 
 
Emperor Goose (Chen canagicus becomes Anser canagicus) 
Snow Goose (Chen caerulescens becomes Anser caerulescens) 
Ross’s Goose (Chen rossii becomes Anser rossii) 
 Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 
Taiga Bean-Goose (Anser fabalis) 
 
The genus Anas was found to be paraphyletic and has now been split into 
several new genera.  The new sequence and scientific names affecting Nebraska 
species are as follows. 
 
Garganey (Anas querquedula becomes Spatula querquedula) 
Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors becomes Spatula discors) 
Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera becomes Spatula cyanoptera) 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata becomes Spatula clypeata) 
Gadwall (Anas strepera becomes Mareca strepera) 
Eurasian Wigeon (Anas Penelope becomes Mareca penelope) 
American Wigeon (Anas Americana becomes Mareca americana) 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
American Black Duck (Anas rubripes) 
Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula) 
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) 
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) 
 
The new sequence for the sandpiper family (Scolopacidae) is as follows: 
 
Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia longicauda)   
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus)  
Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis) 
Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 
Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) 
Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) 
Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 
Red Knot (Calidris canutus) 
Ruff (Calidris pugnax) 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata) 
Stilt Sandpiper (Calidris himantopus) 
Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea) 
Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 
Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) 
Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) 
White-rumped Sandpiper (Calidris fuscicollis) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Calidris subruficollis) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) 
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Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) 
Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri)  
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) 
Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) 
American Woodcock (Scolopax minor) 
Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) 
Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) 
Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) 
Willet (Tringa semipalmata) 
Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 
Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) 
Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
 
Northern Harrier has a scientific name change that separates New World 
and Old World populations.  
 
Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) is the species found in Nebraska. 
 
Northern Shrike has a scientific name change that separates New World and 
Old World populations.  
 
Northern Shrike (Lanius borealis) is the species found in Nebraska. 
 
The new sequence for the Finch genera is as follows: 
  
Fringilla (Brambling) 
Coccothraustes (Evening Grosbeak) 
Pinicola (Pine Grosbeak) 
Leucosticte (rosy-finches) 
Haemorhous (House, Purple and Cassin’s Finches) 
Acanthis (redpolls) 
Loxia (crossbills) 
Spinus (Pine Siskin and goldfinches) 
 
The common name LeConte’s becomes one word: 
 
Le Conte’s Thrasher becomes LeConte’s Thrasher 











The new sequence and new families for Yellow-breasted Chat, and a 
number of other passerines are as follows: 
 
Passerellidae (New World sparrows and towhees) 
Icteriidae (Yellow-breasted Chat) 
Icteridae (New World blackbirds) 
Parulidae (New World warblers) 




Accepted Records (Received in 2017): 
 
Brant (Branta bernicla) 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, fide EB) were received of an apparent B.b. hrota 
(eastern subspecies) shot in Burt Co., 28 October 2017. Accession # 1926. 
 
Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) 
 An immature male discovered at Summit Lake SRA, Burt County, was well 
documented. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BP) by the initial observer 23 December 2017. 
Accession # 1961. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, JR) 23 December 2017. Accession # 1962. 
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 23 December 2017. Accession # 1963. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, JGJ) 24 December 2017. Accession # 1964. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 26 December 2017. Accession # 1966. 
 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, SB) 27 December 2017. Accession # 1967. 
 7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 28 December 2017. Accession # 1968. 
 8. Photograph (Class 1-P, SS) 28 December 2017. Accession # 1969. 
 9. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 29 December 2017. Accession # 1970. 
 10. Photograph (Class 1-P, ShM) 30 December 2017. Accession # 1971. 
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri)  
 1. A photograph (Class 1-P, JB) of an adult male south of Blair, 
Washington Co., present for about one month and last seen 5 July 2017, 
provided Nebraska’s 4th accepted record.  Accession # 1912. 
 
Mew Gull (Larus canus) 
 A juvenile observed at Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan County, was well 
documented. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) by the initial observer 13 December 2017. 
Accession # 1957. 
 2. Photographs (Class 1-P, RS) 14 December 2017. Accession # 1958. 
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Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) 
 A bird discovered at Offutt Base Lake, Sarpy Co., was well documented. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) by the initial observer 29 October 2017. 
Accession # 1927. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, CO) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1928. 
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1929. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 29 October 2017. Accession # 1930. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JG) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1931. 
 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, MB) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1932. 
 7. Photograph (Class 1-P, EW) 31 October 2017. Accession # 1933. 
 8. Photograph (Class 1-P, JeJ) 05 November 2017. Accession # 1936. 
 9. Photograph (Class 1-P, SB) 05 November 2017. Accession # 1937. 
 10. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 03 November 2017. Accession # 1938. 
 11. Photograph (Class 1-P, ShM) 06 November 2017. Accession # 1939. 
 
 Another sighting was that of a bird at Pawnee Lake, Lancaster County. 
 12. Photographs (Class 1-P, CV, MV) 04 November 2017. Accession # 
1934. 
 
Frigatebird species (Fregata sp.) 
 1. Distant photographs (Class 1-P, TS) taken 23 September 2017 were 
received of a frigatebird (not identifiable to species) that was present for “a 
couple weeks” at Copper Dollar Cove, Plattsmouth, Cass County.  
Accession # 1923. 
 
Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster) 
 Nebraska’s second record was found (JD) 29 May 2017 at Harlan County 
Reservoir and reported (LB) to NEBIRDS. The apparent female was well 
documented through 24 June 2017. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, JGJ) 31 May 2017. Accession # 1894. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, RS) and written description 01 June 2017. 
Accession # 1895. 
 3. Written description (Class III, MAB, EMB) 01 June 2017. Accession # 
1896. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, BaB) 02 June 2017. Accession # 1897. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 02 June 2017. Accession # 1898. 
 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 03 June 2017. Accession # 1899. 
 7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 03 June 2017. Accession # 1900. 
 8. Photograph (Class 1-P, TG) 06 June 2017. Accession # 1901. 
 9. Written description (Class III, DE) 07 June 2017. Accession # 1902. 
 10. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 08 June 2017. Accession # 1903. 
 11. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 10 June 2017. Accession # 1904. 
 12. Photograph (Class 1-P, JS) 12 June 2017. Accession # 1905. 
 13. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 17 June 2017. Accession # 1906. 
 14. Photograph (Class 1-P, GR) 18 June 2017. Accession # 1907. 
 15. Photograph (Class 1-P, GW) 19 June 2017. Accession # 1908. 
 16. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 24 June 2017. Accession # 1909. 




 17. Photograph (Class 1-P, JK) 24 June 2017. Accession # 1910. 
 18. Photograph (Class 1-P, AB) 09 June 2017. Accession # 1914. 
 
Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus)  
 A single bird present during the spring and summer at Branched Oak SRA, 
Lancaster County, was documented multiple times. 
 1. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 01 April 2017. Accession # 1881. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 08 April 2017. Accession # 1883. 
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, SK) 26 April 2017. Accession # 1885. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 22 July 2017. Accession # 1913. 
 The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on this species. 
 
Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 
 1. A soaring bird was photographed (Class 1-P, WF) 18 May, 2017 at Swan 
Creek WMA, Saline County. Accession # 1878. 
 
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) 
 1. Nebraska’s first record in over 100 years was an uninjured bird found in a 
yard in Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 23 September 2017. The bird was 
transferred to the Raptor Recovery Center in Elmwood where it was 
photographed (Class 1-P, BF via JGJ) and held until it was transported to 
Oklahoma where it was released back into the wild on 23 November 2017. 
Accession # 1921. 
 
Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) 
 A bird discovered at Niobrara State Park, Knox Co., was well documented. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, WF) by the initial observer 05 November 2017. 
Accession # 1935. 
 2. Written description (Class III, RS) 06 November 2017. Accession # 
1940. 
 3. Written description (Class III, MAB) 07 November 2017. Accession # 
1941. 
 
 Another sighting was that of a bird at Swanton SRA, Saline County. This 
location is 200 miles south of the Niobrara bird. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, TJW) 16 November 2017. Accession # 1951. 
 
Williamson’s Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus) 
 A female discovered at State Farm, North Platte, Lincoln Co., was well 
documented. 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BE) by the initial observer 13 November 2017. 
Accession # 1943. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, RS) 14 November 2017. Accession # 1944. 
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, JGJ) 14 November 2017. Accession # 1945. 
 4. Written description (Class III, MAB, EMB) 15 November 2017. 
Accession # 1949. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JR) 16 November 2017. Accession # 1950. 
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 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 17 November 2017. Accession # 1952. 
 7. Photograph (Class 1-P, WB) 19 November 2017. Accession # 1953. 
 8. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 22 November 2017. Accession # 1954. 
 9. Photograph (Class 1-P, AB) 24 November 2017. Accession # 1955. 
 10. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 24 November 2017. Accession # 1956. 
  
Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
 1. An adult female (present 31 March – 04 April 2017) was photographed 
(Class 1-P, KS) at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo County. Accession # 1884. 
 2. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, AF) 25 October 2017 in 
northern Phelps County. Accession # 1925. 
 
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) 
 1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, NA) 26 September 2017 at 
UNL East Campus, Lincoln, Lancaster County. Accession # 1920. 
 
Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) 
 1. Nebraska’s first accepted record was a bird photographed (Class 1-P, 
AH), measured, and banded 14 September 2017 at Chadron State Park, 
Dawes County. Accession # 1918. 
 2. Nebraska’s second accepted record was a bird recorded/photographed 
(Class 1-R, SM), 24 December 2017 at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, 
Dawes County. Accession # 1965. 
 
Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) 
 1. An adult singing bird was photographed (Class 1-P, KMD) 14 May 2017 
at Crescent Lake Headquarters, Garden County. Eye color, lack of distinct 
tail spotting, and three noted “whit-whit-whit” call identify the bird as 
belonging to the westernmost subspecies T. c. palmeri. Accession # 1891.  
 
Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) 
 A male bird coming to a feeder in Bellevue, Sarpy County, was well 
documented. This represents the third accepted record for the species in 
Nebraska. 
 1. Photograph (Class 1-P, BaP, LP) 08 January 2017 by the initial 
observers. Accession # 1861. 
 2. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1862.  
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1863. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, BP) 08 January 2017. Accession # 1864. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, JJ) 09 January 2017. Accession # 1865. 
 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, KH) 09 January 2017. Accession # 1866. 










Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 
 1. An immature male bird was photographed (Class 1-P, LH) 13 September 
2017 at Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County. 
Accession # 1916. 
 2. An immature was photographed (Class 1-P, BP) 13 September 2017 at  
 Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County. Accession # 
1917. 
 3. A description (Class III, MW) was received of a male and female bird 
observed 25 October 2017 in Gordon, Sheridan County. Accession # 1924.
  
Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 
 1. A description (Class III, DM) was received of eight birds observed at a 
feeder in Loup Co., 25 March 2017.  Accession # 1880. 
 
White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) 
 1. Photographs (Class 1-P, BM) of two birds present at a feeder 08 
November 2017 in Lincoln, Lancaster County.  Accession # 1942. 
 
Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
 A single bird was found 01 January 2017 in a brush-pile north of Creighton, 
Knox County, and continued into May 2017 was well documented. 
 1. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 01 January 2017. Accession # 1858. 
 2. Photographs (Class 1-P, BP) 07 January 2017. Accession # 1859. 
 3. Photograph (Class 1-P, MW) 07 January 2017. Accession # 1860. 
 4. Photograph (Class 1-P, JJ) 12 January 2017. Accession # 1867. 
 5. Photograph (Class 1-P, WF) 12 January 2017. Accession # 1868. 
 6. Photograph (Class 1-P, RuS) 13 January 2017. Accession # 1869. 
 7. Photograph (Class 1-P, EMB) 11 January 2017. Accession # 1872. 
 8. Photograph (Class 1-P, ER) 05 March 2017. Accession # 18676.  
 9. Photograph (Class 1-P, SM) 20 March 2017. Accession # 1879. 
 10. Photograph (Class 1-P, BB) 01 April 2017. Accession # 1882. 
 11. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 09 May 2017. Accession # 1887. 
 
Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorum) 
 1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-P, KK) 10 May 2017 at Heron 
Haven, Omaha, Douglas County. Accession # 1888. 
 
Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina) 
 1. A male bird was photographed (Class 1-P, JR) and recorded 17 May 












Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 
2010): 
 
 IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 
  V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 
 VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 
 
Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 




Unaccepted Records (Received in 2017): 
 
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 
 Several committee members questioned the following records due to the 
lack of   detailed descriptions and features of the bird relating to possible 
wild origin. 
 1. Photographs (Class VI) of an adult bird 16 May 2017 at Conagra Pond, 
Douglas County. Accession # 1889. 
 2. Photographs (Class VI) of an adult bird 21 October 2017 at Heartland 
Park, Douglas County. Accession # 1922. 
 
Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri)  
 1. A description of a single bird in Scotts Bluff Co., 15 August 2017 was 
suggestive of the species but lacked in detail. Class V - Accession # 1915. 
 
Jaeger species (Stercorarius sp.) 
 1. A description of a single bird observed 14 November 2017 at Lake 
North/Babcock, Platte County, lacked detail for acceptance.  Class VI - 
Accession # 1947. 
 
Mew Gull (Larus canus) 
 1. A description of two birds observed at Kingsley Dam, Keith Co., 12 
March 2017 was lacking in detail for acceptance. Class V - Accession # 
1877. 
 
Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
 1. A description of four birds observed 26, May 2017 east of Bassett, Rock 









Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) 
 1. A description of a bird found in Chadron State Park, Dawes Co., 25 May 
2017 was suggestive of the species but lacked in detail for acceptance.  
Class V - Accession # 1892. 
 
Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) 
 1. A description of a single bird in Sarpy Co., 20 December 2017 was 
suggestive of the species but lacked in detail for acceptance.  Class V - 
Accession # 1960. 
 
Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) 
 1. A description of a single bird observed 30 June 2017 at Gothenburg, 
Dawson County, lacked detail to eliminate similar species. Class VI - 




Non-Review List Records (Received in 2017):  Filed Without Votes: 
 
The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List 
but which have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non-
normal date of occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.).  These records have been 
filed without NOURC votes. 
 
Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) 
    Photographs were filed of a bird observed at State Farm, North Platte, 
Lincoln County. 
 1. Photographs (JGJ) 14 November 2017.  Accession # 1946. 
 2. Photographs (BE) 15 November 2017.  Accession # 1948. 
 
Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
 1. Photos (MAB) of a grayish-colored bird 19 February 2017 in Frontier 
County were filed. Accession # 1875. 
 
Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria)  
 Photographs were filed of a green-backed male coming to a feeder in 
Murray, Cass County. 
 1. Photographs (MAB) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1871.  
 2. Additional photographs (EMB) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1873. 
 3. Additional photographs (BP) 14 January 2017. Accession # 1874. 
 
Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga caerulescens) 
 1. A photograph (PD) of an adult female observed 23 September 2017 in 
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Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 
 1. A written description (EH) of an eastward adult male observed 07 May 
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